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Ukrainian Refugee Situation
Introduction:

The escalation of conflict in Ukraine has caused civilian casualties and
destruction of civilian infrastructure, forcing people to flee their homes seeking
safety, protection and assistance. “In addition to the grave situation inside
Ukraine,” the UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi said at a
briefing for the United Nations Security Council on Ukraine, “hundreds of
thousands are seeking refuge in neighboring countries. They need safety and
protection, first and foremost, but also shelter, food, hygiene and other support;
and they need it urgently.”

Even before recent events, Ukraine had been impacted by years of conflict
and uncertainty. At the end of 2021, The Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimated almost three million people in
Ukraine needed humanitarian support, including more than 850,000 people
displaced by conflict. Current events in Ukraine have caused the fastest forced
population movement since the Second World War.

Background & History:

In October 2021, Russia began moving troops and military equipment near
its border with Ukraine, reigniting concerns over a potential invasion. Commercial
satellite imagery, social media posts, and publicly released intelligence from
November and December 2021 showed armor, missiles, and other heavy
weaponry moving toward Ukraine with no official explanation.
By December, more than one hundred thousand Russian troops were in place
near the Russia-Ukraine border and U.S. intelligence officials warned that Russia
may be planning an invasion for early 2022.



In mid-December 2021, Russia’s foreign ministry issued a set of demands
calling for the United States and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to
cease any military activity in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, to commit against
further NATO expansion toward Russia, and to prevent Ukraine from joining
NATO in the future. The United States and other NATO allies rejected these
demands and warned Russia they would impose severe economic sanctions if
Russia invaded Ukraine.
On February 24, during a United Nations Security Council meeting to dissuade
Russia from attacking Ukraine, Putin announced the beginning of a full-scale
land, sea, and air invasion of Ukraine targeting Ukrainian military assets and
cities across the country.

The United Nations, G7, EU, and other countries continue to condemn
Russian actions and support Ukrainian forces. In an emergency United Nations
session on March 2, 141 of 193 member states voted to condemn Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and demanded that Russia immediately cease its use of
force in Ukraine to no avail.

Current Status & The Problem:

Since Russia launched a full-scale military invasion into Ukraine on
February 24, 2022, fighting has caused nearly three thousand civilian deaths and
internally displaced more than seven million people, according to the United
Nations. Of the 18 million people in Ukraine who will be impacted by the ongoing
war, 12 million are expected to need humanitarian assistance.

There are now almost as many Ukrainian refugees as there were Afghan
refugees fleeing the (first) Taliban regime in 2001, according to figures compiled
by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). They represent about
9.1% of Ukraine’s pre-invasion population of about 41.1 million – ranking the
current crisis 16th among 28 major refugee crises by share of population.

Committee Mission:

As delegates consider the implications of the refugee crisis on both
Ukrainian people and host countries, they are urged to account for the sensitivity
of this matter. The committee must note the extreme tension in the region with



the presence of Russian troops and humanitarian aid. Delegates are also urged
to take into account the global relations that have been strained as a result of the
Russian-Ukrainian War. Ultimately, the Ukrainian people long for stability in their
home country and their needs cannot be ignored.

Questions to Consider:

1. What can be done to protect refugees from exploitation and discrimination
while they are waiting for resettlement or after they have been resettled?

2. What sorts of coordination efforts are necessary to ensure that countries
hosting refugees have the capacity to protect them?

3. Are there considerations that must be made for children that are different
for men and women as refugees are relocated?

Additional Research:

Delegates are encouraged to research the Ukrainian Refugee Situation
further and consider their own country’s stance in confronting it. This background
guide should be the first research delegates consider before diving even further
into the topic. In terms of research, be sure that you understand the refugee
crisis as a whole before narrowing the scope to focus on your own country.

Helpful and reliable sources include the UN, BBC, and the CIA World
Factbook. In terms of expanding their understanding of the Ukrainian Refugee
situation, delegates might consider the presence of bias in their sources and
inform themselves of both the Ukrainian situation as a whole and their own
country’s views on it.
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