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Introduction:

Transforming the way our world produces energy will be critical to tackling both the
climate crisis and the energy access crisis. Now, 80 percent of all greenhouse gas
emissions stem from our energy production, making it one of the main drivers of climate
change. A well-established energy system supports all sectors: from businesses, medicine
and education to agriculture, infrastructure, communications and high-technology. Access
to electricity in poorer countries has begun to accelerate, energy efficiency continues to
improve, and renewable energy is making impressive gains. Nevertheless, more focused
attention is needed to improve access to clean and safe cooking fuels and technologies for
2.8 billion people.

The UN Deputy Secretary General stressed in an opening session of
climate change discussions, “We are rapidly running out of time.  I urge you to
act with urgency and ambition to achieve our common goal of green, sustainable,
renewable energy for all.”

Climate change is a global challenge that does not respect national
borders. Emissions anywhere affect people everywhere. It is an issue that
requires solutions that need to be coordinated at the international level and it
requires international cooperation to help developing countries move toward a
low-carbon economy.

Background & History:

For many decades, fossil fuels such as coal, oil or gas have been major
sources of electricity production, but burning carbon fuels produces large
amounts of greenhouse gases which cause climate change and have harmful



impacts on people’s well-being and the environment. This affects everyone, not
just a few. Moreover, global electricity use is rising rapidly. In a nutshell, without a
stable electricity supply, countries will not be able to power their economies.

Current Status & The Problem:

Climate change is now affecting every country on every continent. It is
disrupting national economies and affecting lives, costing people, communities
and countries dearly today and even more tomorrow.

Carbon dioxide (CO₂) emissions from human activities are now higher than
at any point in our history. In fact, recent data reveals that global CO₂ emissions
were 150 times higher in 2011 than they were in 1850.

People are experiencing the significant impacts of climate change, which
include changing weather patterns, rising sea level, and more extreme weather
events. The greenhouse gas emissions from human activities are driving climate
change and continue to rise. They are now at their highest levels in history.
Without action, the world’s average surface temperature is projected to rise over
the 21st century and is likely to surpass 3 degrees Celsius this century—with
some areas of the world expected to warm even more. The poorest and most
vulnerable people are being affected the most.

Nearly 9 out of 10 people now have access to electricity, but reaching the
unserved 789 million around the world – 548 million people in subSaharan Africa
alone – that lack access will require increased efforts. Without electricity, women
and girls have to spend hours fetching water, clinics cannot store vaccines for
children, many schoolchildren cannot do homework at night, and people cannot
run competitive businesses. Slow progress towards clean cooking solutions is of
grave global concern, affecting both human health and the environment, and if
we don’t meet our goal by 2030, nearly a third of the world’s population – mostly
women and children – will continue to be exposed to harmful household air
pollution.

Committee Mission:

Many governments are now moving in the right direction. By early 2021,
countries representing more than 65 percent of global carbon dioxide emissions



and more than 70 per cent of the world economy, will have made ambitious
commitments to carbon neutrality.　

The European Union, Japan and the Republic of Korea, together with more
than 110 other countries, have pledged carbon neutrality by 2050; China says it
will do so before 2060.

As delegates consider the implications of the current climate crisis on
individual peoples and entire countries as a whole. The committee must consider
taking immediate action towards the decarbonization of energy production and
ensuring affordable, reliable, and sustainable modern energy for all. Delegates
are also urged to take into account the relations of countries relative to this
subject considering the significant impact climate change has on the earth.

Questions to Consider:

1. How can countries implement affordable policies that lesser developed
countries can easily adapt?

2. What energy forms would be the most effective in reducing carbon
emissions and are the most easily accessible?

3. How will countries against climate change affect the process of reducing
carbon emissions and how can other countries account for this lack of
cooperation?

Additional Research:

Delegates are encouraged to research the decarbonization of energy
production further and consider their own country’s stance in confronting it. This
background guide should be the first research delegates consider before diving
even further into the topic. In terms of research, be sure that you understand the
situation as a whole before narrowing the scope to focus on your own country.

Helpful and reliable sources include the UN, BBC, and the CIA World
Factbook. In terms of expanding their understanding of decarbonization,
delegates might consider the presence of bias in their sources and inform



themselves of both the climate situation as a whole and their own country’s views
on it.
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