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BACKGROUND PAPER:

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Protection Against Man-Made Disasters
Introduction: 

On April 20, 2010, the oil drilling rig named Deepwater Horizon exploded.  The explosion killed 11 workers and triggered a massive oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.  The oil and gas company BP has taken responsibility for the accident.  In September 2010, they explained the cause of the incident, saying that it arose from “a complex and interlinked series of mechanical failures, human judgments, engineering design, operational implementation and team interfaces.”

The United States government stated that the oil spill was probably the greatest environmental disaster the nation has faced.  Fishing and tourist industries have been devastated by the effects of the oil spill.  According to environmentalists, the damage done to the ecosystem could take years or even decades to repair.  Overall, the incident has severely damaged the Gulf of Mexico region.


There have been several other oil spills that occurred in 2010.  On July 26 in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 877,000 gallons of oil leaked into the nearby Talmadge Creek, causing millions of dollars to be invested in the clean-up.  In June, Egypt faced its one of its worst offshore oil spills in its history when a leak dumped oil into the Red Sea.

Unfortunately, oil spills are not the only type of man-made disasters in the world.  There are many other problems across the globe that keep occurring, continuously damaging the environment.
Background & History: 

“Since the start of the new millennium, the world has witnessed over 35 major conflicts and some 2,500 disasters. Over two billion people have been affected, and millions have lost their lives. Not only do these tragic events destroy infrastructure, cause population displacement and fundamentally undermine human security, they also compound poverty and tear apart the fabric of sustainable development.”
--UNEP on the topic of “Disasters and Conflicts”

http://www.unep.org/conflictsanddisasters/Introduction/tabid/250/Default.aspx

A man-made disaster is defined as a disaster resulting from a problem with an anthropogenic (man-made) system.  There are many types of man-made disasters, however many of them have a lasting effect on the environment. 


One of the most infamous cases of man-made disasters is the Chernobyl Power Plant nuclear accident in 1986, when an explosion of a nuclear facility sent radioactive material into the atmosphere.  The area around the power plant has been severely damaged and is known as “The Zone of Alienation.”

Another man-made disaster was the “Bhopal Gas Tragedy.”  In 1984, an Indian-based pesticide plant accidentally leaked toxic gases into the air, injuring and killing thousands of people.   To this day, chemicals from the plant are still being leaked into groundwater.

Other man-made disasters include, but are not limited to, the shrinkage of the Aral Sea, the triggering of a mud volcano on the island of Java.
Current Situation :

UNEP has already taken some steps to preventing future man-made disasters.  The committee has created an organization called the “Risk Assessment for Industrial Accident” (APELL).  The organization’s goals are as follows:
“The specific goals [of APELL] are:

· Provide information to the concerned members of the community on the hazards involved in industrial operations in its neighbourhood, and the measures taken to reduce these risks

· Review, update, or establish emergency response plans in the local area

· Increase local industry involvement in community awareness and emergency response planning

· Integrate industry emergency plans with local emergency response plans into one overall plan for the community to handle all types of emergencies

· Involve members of the local community in the development, testing and implementation of the overall emergency response plan.”

--http://www.unep.fr/scp/sp/process/goals.htm
However, there are many areas around the world still subject to a future man-made disaster.  The Mosul Dam in Iraq has been speculated to collapse due to poor management and maintenance, and the projected consequence of the collapse would include the flooding of major cities Baghdad and Mosul.  Also, the cities of Bangkok and Mumbai are subject to major flooding.  In fact, Bangkok is actually sinking 4 inches a year.  This is due to the increasing weight put on the fragile clay ground underneath the city.

The Kazhiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant in Japan is in a precarious situation as well.  Although the power plant is built to withstand earthquakes up to a magnitude of 5 on the Richter scale, this may not be enough as the facility may be located on a fault line.
Committee Mission:

Our mission as a committee is to come together and collectively decide on how to approach the growing environmental threats to our nations. Your job as a committee member is to come prepared with your country’s view on global environmental crises and how to manage them in the future. 
Questions to Consider:

1.) How should environmental policy be changed on a global scale? On a local scale?

2.) Is it ethical to continue practices that we know will eventually be harmful to the environment?

3.) Is it fair to blame BP for the problems that have occurred under their supervision? How do the events of this particular scenario send a message to other corporations?
Sources for Further Research:
1. http://www.un.org/reform/humanitarian.shtml
2. http://www.cnn.com/2010/POLITICS//white.house.oil.spill/
3. http://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/environmental_policy/
