SpecPol – Hydropolitics in India and Pakistan

Sustainable Stability in the Indus Valley

 

We never know the worth of water till the well is dry.

~Thomas Fuller, Gnomologia, 1732

 

Introduction:  

             India and Pakistan have faced conflict in a myriad of forms, including border disputes, power struggles, and battles for resources. Control of the river Indus and its tributaries has been one such resource struggle. This massive waterway feeds the Punjab, Pakistan’s agricultural center, after passing through India’s own agricultural base. With booming populations and severe water shortages in both nations, proper utilization of the Indus is essential for agricultural sustainability and growth.

The Indus Water Treaty of 1960 was one attempt to ensure this responsible utilization. However, time, politics, the growing scarcity of water and political instability has proved this document insufficient. Recent flooding in Pakistan has underscored the lack of infrastructure in the Indus River Valley; while numerous barrages constructed India is a prime example of political power grabbing. This unstable, unsustainable situation must be remedied to ensure peace between these perennially hostile nations.

 

Background and History:

             The Indus River and its tributaries are essential to agriculture in the Indus River Valley, and have been since time immemorial. Since Pakistan’s independence, conflict with India has been a constant. Control of the disputed Kashmir region has sparked numerous wars, and control of rapidly diminishing resources threatens to do the same. India has made numerous plays for control of water in South Asia, using politics and economics to procure more resources for her population. With Pakistan’s agriculture center totally reliant upon water that first passes through India, these power plays have been alarming and could potentially cripple agriculture in that nation. In an attempt to forestall conflict over the Indus River, India and Pakistan signed the Indus Water Treaty of 1960. This treaty aimed to protect Pakistan’s access to the Indus, while permitting India some control of the River. In the years since the treaties signing, India has gradually encroached upon Pakistan’s control, constructing numerous damns along the river, some with the capability to divert water from Pakistan completely. This building tension between Pakistan and India is a major concern for an international community focused on preventing conflict between nuclear nations.

Current Situation:

             Infrastructure in the Indus River Valley is severely underdeveloped. Hydroelectric potential is unexploited or underfunded. Flood warning and control systems are essentially non-existent. Pollution goes unchecked, and the safety of water for consumption is often compromised as a result. Irrigation is haphazard and inefficient. Control of the rivers is controversial, and controversy between nuclear India and Pakistan is always concerning. With water shortages projected to skyrocket in South Asia, control of freshwater could easily become a catalyst for war. With international attention focused on this area as a result of the flooding in Pakistan, the United Nations has chosen this time to look for a peaceful path to stability, sustainability, and equality in the Indus River Valley.  

 The Problem:

If the water disputes in the Indus River Valley region is not settled, a possible war will outbreak, costing many people their lives.   

 Relevant Documents:

· Indus Water Treaty of 1960             

· The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Bloc Positions:

Pakistan and its allies:

The surging Indus River in Pakistan continues to flood more regions, increasing the numbers of people that require humanitarian assistance. The Indus River is raging at 40 times its normal volume, but unfortunately, Pakistan's actual problem is not too much water. It is not enough water. The per capita supply of water in Pakistan has descended from over 5,000 cubic metres in 1947 to only about 1,000 cubic metres today, a level defined by the United Nations as "high stress".

As the population of Pakistan skyrockets, and the glaciers that feed the river are melting at an alarming rate, India is taking more water from the river than ever.  With such trying times, a war may erupt soon. 

India and its allies:

As water grows scarce, allegations have been made against India that they have been depriving Pakistan of its share of the Indus River. "India has no intention of taking away water which may be rightfully theirs...We have demonstrated this even in the past. When relations were at nadir, when we were at war, we did not use water as a weapon to deprive them of their share," Water Resources Minister Pawan Kumar Bansal told PTI.

The United States and its allies:

With tensions in Southeast Asia growing, the need for a mediator is necessary.  Border 

disputes and political power struggles are just the beginning of the possible monstrosity that may occur.                 

 

 

Committee Mission:

The mission of this committee is to determine how river sources should be divided in Southeast Asia. Depending on your country’s stance, you must decide the best way to disperse the river without adding further complications to the border dispute between Pakistan and India.

 Questions to Consider:

1.) How might conflict between India and Pakistan affect your country?

2.) How could mismanagement of water resources impact the global economy?

3.) Does your country have longstanding diplomatic ties with one of these nations?

4.) How has recent flooding in Pakistan influenced local politics and economics?

Sources for Further Research:

- It is time for even bolder initiatives in the Indus River Valley
-Why India and Pakistan will continue to struggle for common ground
-Indus Water Treaty of 1960              


                       

 

 

