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BACKGROUND PAPER:

Security Council (UNSC)

Somalian Security 

Internal & International Conflict 
Introduction: In 2008, the number of reported piracy attacks off East Africa rose astronomically. Barely a day seemed to pass without a new incident being reported. Figures compiled by IMO show that, in the first quarter of 2008, there were 11 piracy attacks in that region, rising to 23 in the second quarter and rocketing to 50 in the third and 51 in the fourth quarters, making a total of 135 attacks during 2008, resulting in 44 ships having been seized by pirates and more than 600 seafarers having been kidnapped and held for ransom. 
Any act of piracy and armed robbery can impact on human life, the safety of navigation and the environment. Piracy is a criminal act, which not only affects the victims but also has severe financial repercussions.
Regional cooperation among States has an important role to play in solving the problem of piracy and armed robbery against ships, as evidenced by the success of the regional anti-piracy operation in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore. The Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against ships in Asia (RECAAP), which was concluded in November 2004 by 16 countries in Asia, and includes the RECAAP Information Sharing Centre (ISC) for facilitating the sharing of piracy-related information, is a good example of successful regional cooperation, which IMO seeks to replicate elsewhere. 
http://www.imo.org/TCD/mainframe.asp?topic_id=1178 

Background & History:  As of December 5, a staggering 286 crew members aboard 14 vessels were still being held captive by pirates after a significant flurry of attacks that started in July this year.

The center of pirate activity has been the Arabian Sea, east of Africa. The majority of this year's pirate attacks have occurred in the Gulf of Aden region, particularly the waters off the coast of Somalia.
The number of hostages taken in the nine months to the end of September is more than triple the amount taken in the same period last year.  While many attacks have focused on trading vessels, luxury yachts have not been immune. Among the victims was French yacht "The Ponant," which was hijacked by Somali pirates in April and 30 crew were taken hostage.  Michael Howlett, assistant director of the International Maritime Bureau, said the number of pirate attacks was "totally out of control... and totally unprecedented."  There have been 101 reports of ships being attacked by pirates, including 40 hijackings, 34 cases of ships being fired upon, with over 800 crew members being affected, he said.  

http://edition.cnn.com/2008/SPORT/12/05/solving.pirates/ 

In January 2009, an important regional agreement was adopted in Djibouti by States in the region, at a high-level meeting convened by IMO. The Code of Conduct concerning the Repression of Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in the Western Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden recognizes the extent of the problem of piracy and armed robbery against ships in the region and, in it, the signatories declare their intention to co operate to the fullest possible extent, and in a manner consistent with international law, in the repression of piracy and armed robbery against ships.

The signatories commit themselves towards sharing and reporting relevant information through a system of national focal points and information centres; interdicting ships suspected of engaging in acts of piracy or armed robbery against ships; ensuring that persons committing or attempting to commit acts of piracy or armed robbery against ships are apprehended and prosecuted; and facilitating proper care, treatment, and repatriation for seafarers, fishermen, other shipboard personnel and passengers subject to acts of piracy or armed robbery against ships, particularly those who have been subjected to violence.
Implementation of the Djibouti Code of Conduct will help to:
· improve communications between States;

· enhance the capabilities of States in the region to deter, arrest and prosecute pirates;

· improve States' maritime situational awareness; and

· enhance the capabilities of local coast guards.

http://www.imo.org/TCD/mainframe.asp?topic_id=1178 

Current Situation : IMO has also revised the guidance on measures to take to deter piracy, to include region-specific guidance based on industry best management practice.  IMO is also seeking additional support from States able to provide warships and maritime patrol aircraft for the Gulf of Aden and Western Indian Ocean area and is focusing on bringing the recently opened Maritime Rescue Coordination Centres in Mombasa and Dar es Salaam into the counter piracy role. 

In the longer term, IMO is seeking to promote international action to stabilize the situation in Somalia through the UN Security Council, the UN Political Office for Somalia, the UN Development Programme, the Contact Group on Piracy off Somalia, and others.  In the case of the situation off Somalia, developments ashore are probably the only way to resolve this problem in the long term.  In the meantime, it is essential to maintain support from States able to provide warships and maritime patrol aircraft until the political situation is resolved.

http://www.imo.org/TCD/mainframe.asp?topic_id=1178 

The Problem:  The three areas of concern to IMO, particularly relevant to the situation off Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden, can be summed up as:

the need to protect seafarers, fishermen and passengers;

the need to ensure the uninterrupted delivery of humanitarian aid to Somalia effected by ships chartered by the World Food Programme; 

the need to preserve the integrity of the Gulf of Aden - a lane of strategic importance and significance to international shipping and trade, both east and west of the Suez Canal, which is used by some 22,000 vessels annually, carrying around 8% of the world's trade, including more than 12% of the total volume of oil transported by sea, as well as raw materials and finished goods.

Committee Mission: The Security Council must act in a manner that not only seeks a long term strategy to mitigating the damage of piracy, but also works towards the ultimate goal of stabilizing a corrupt, anarchistic Somali government.  The Security Council must recognize that the nation has few to no resources and seemingly non-existent economic and social infrastructure.  Therefore, a strategy that indirectly solves the crisis of piracy will inevitably directly stabilize the nation in various ways.
Questions to Consider:

1.) How can the Security Council successfully and diplomatically prevent further transgressions in the name of piracy?

2.) How can the Security Council integrate the resources from developed nations (capital, NGOs, private corporations) into a resolution that focuses on infrastructure increases?

Sources for Further Research:

 http://www.imo.org/TCD/mainframe.asp?topic_id=1613 

http://edition.cnn.com/2008/SPORT/12/05/solving.pirates/ 

http://www.irinnews.org/InDepthMain.aspx?InDepthId=54&ReportId=72096&country=yes
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/5201470.stm 
