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BACKGROUND PAPER:

POL
International Cooperation during Insurgencies
“There is no such thing as part freedom –Nelson Mandela”

Greetings delegates! My name is Nisha Sharma and I’m super excited to be your chair for SEMMUNA. I’m a senior here at Athens High School and plan on going into a degree with applied math/statistics in college. I’ve been doing Model UN since I was a freshman, and have been involved in behind- the- scenes work for conferences since 10th grade. 
Salutations delegates! My name is Prashant Bhagavatula and I am pretty hyped to be your chair for SEMMUNA. I am a senior here at Athens High School and I have been involved in Model UN actively since 10th grade. I like long walks, sunsets, and chocolate. I plan on pursuing further education in the Medical Sciences field. 

Introduction:  The definition of an insurgency is a condition of revolt against a government that is less than an organized revolution and that is not recognized as belligerency. This committee focuses on the tensions between Iraq and the United States during the 2000s and spotlights insurgent groups in the War on Terrorism. 
Background & History:  The Iraq War officially began on March 20, 2003. In 2002, the United Nations Security Council passed Resolution 1441 which called for Iraq to completely cooperate with UN weapon inspectors to verify that it was not in possession of WMD. Some U.S. officials also accused Iraqi President Saddam Hussein of harboring and supporting al-Qaeda, but no evidence of a meaningful connection was ever found. Other proclaimed reasons for the invasion included Iraq's financial support for the families of Palestinian suicide bombers, Iraqi government human rights abuse, and an effort to spread democracy to the country. The invasion of Iraq led to an occupation and the eventual capture of President Hussein, who was later tried in an Iraqi court of law and executedby the new Iraqi government. Violence against coalition forces and among various sectarian groups soon led to the Iraqi insurgency, strife between many Sunni and Shia Iraqi groups, and the emergence of a new faction of al-Qaeda in Iraq. The Iraqi Resistance is composed of a diverse mix of militias, foreign fighters, all-Iraqi units or mixtures opposing the United States-led multinational force in Iraq and the post-2003 Iraqi government, or by propaganda or money supportive thereof. The fighting appears both as armed conflict with the United States-led military coalition, as well as sectarian violence among the different ethnic groups within the population. 
Current Situation: On August 31st, 2010 Barrack Obama declared an end to combat missions.  President Obama has removed most troops from Iraq, and this has been seen as a victory for many insurgent groups. They are seizing this opportunity to take control of the nation again. The insurgents, the Taliban, have inflicted brutal means on the civilians of Iraq which have raised many human right issues.  
The Problem: Iraq is now known as a hostile nation and has explicility stated that they do not want any more third party intervention. This does not necessarily reflect the view of the civilians, who have been denied their basic human rights. 
This issue mainly deals with the tradeoff between Iraq’s national sovereignty vs. a violation of human rights.
Relevant Documents: 

http://www.hrweb.org/legal/undocs.html
http://thinkprogress.org/iraq-timeline/
http://zfacts.com/p/411.html
Bloc Positions:

Pro USA: (Ex: France, Canada, Germany)- Believes it is the moral responsibility of the Western world to guarantee basic human rights to the Iraqi civilians. 

Pro Iraq: (Ex: Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Turkey) – See national sovereignty as something that the rest of the world needs to respect. Takes offence to forced foreign aid. 
Committee Mission: Your mission as a member of the POL committee is decide whether intervention to aid the civilians of Iraq is necessary at the cost of infringing on a its national sovereignty.  
Questions to Consider:

1) How important are human rights in a situation dealing with a hostile nation?
2) What is more morally important, national sovenighty or basic human rights?
3) If intervention should be used, what steps should be used to ensure that the Iraqi civilians have their basic human rights?
4) If no intervention should be used, should the civilians of Iraq be left to fend for themselves? 
Sources for Further Research:
 Feel free to email us (your chairs) with any questions or for any further information. 

Nisha Sharma- nsharma1000@gmail.com
Prashant Bhagavatula- prashant_ahs@yahoo.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_War
http://usliberals.about.com/od/homelandsecurit1/a/IraqNumbers.htm
http://www.politicaltheatrics.net/2010/02/2428/
http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?Location=U2&doc=GetTRDoc.pdf&AD=ADA449424
