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LEG I – Immigrant Rights  – PAGE 1

            Legal Committee

The Rights of Illegal Immigrants 
Introduction: In December 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations (UN) adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights – the guaranteed rights for all humans. But should extra rights be afforded to those who are in a member state illegally?
Background & History: The UN defines illegal immigrants as any person who who’s entry does not adhere to the destination country’s specific immigration laws. The term “irregular immigrants/immigration” may be used interchangeably with the term illegal immigrant/alien. It should also be noted that “asylum seeker” may be used in conjunction with the illegal immigrant issue, as asylum seekers are refugees of war-torn or repressive countries. Often times, if immigrants apply and are deemed legitimate asylum seekers, they can gain legal rights. Smuggling gangs often aid illegal immigrants gain entry into a country against immigration regulations. Human smuggling is the arrangement of illegal transportation across borders, while human trafficking usually involves some sort of exploitation of the people involved, often slavery or prostitution. In 2009, Mr. Costa, Executive Director of UNODC, raised an issue concerning the escaped victims of sexual slavery and human trafficking, most of which are considered illegal immigrants, and are sometimes punished according to the illegal immigrant policy of the destination country. He suggested a more thorough documentation process to track illegal immigrants, legal immigrants, and victims of human trafficking to eliminate the ejection of victims. However, this has proved difficult in practice.
Current Situation: Due to the economic recession or recent years, there has been an increase in immigration from developing countries to those less affected by the recession. Most countries have laws or regulations that request identification papers to potential employers in an effort to avoid the employment of illegal immigrants. However, in most cases, the repercussions for employers that consciously employ illegal aliens are minimal, and some consider the risk to be worth the monetary gain: illegal immigrants are often paid far less than legal minimum wage. Due to the greater influx of illegal immigrants, some countries are taking a more drastic approach to their removal. A few humanitarian issues have been raised on the issue of illegal alien detainment, as some countries have reportedly detained illegal immigrants in inhumane conditions.  
Relevant Documents: 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/popin/unpopcom/32ndsess/official/1-3e.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/eighthcoord2009/OECD_Dumont.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/IttMigLAC/P07_JPeixoto.pdf
http://www.eclac.cl/celade/noticias/paginas/2/11302/Thomas-Hope.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29670&Cr=arbitrary+detention&Cr1=

http://www.eclac.org/publicaciones/xml/4/24024/DGI-2303%28SES.31-11%29-Migration-web.pdf
Bloc Positions: 
There are two blocs: those who support the increase of rights and availability of work/refugee visas, and those who would like to decrease the rights afforded and the availability of work/refugee visas. Those who are neutral and belong to neither are listed under “neutral.” The blocs are as follows:

Support: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Colombia, DR Congo, Rep of Congo, Cote d'Ivoire, Cuba, Gabon, Guatemala, Lebanon, Myanmar, New Zealand, Nicaragua, the Philippines, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Zimbabwe

Neutral: Benin, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Comoros, Dominica, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Switzerland, Turkmenistan

Against: Angola, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Bhutan, Botswana, Brunei, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cambodia, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Djibouti, Egypt, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Latvia, Libya, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Mexico, Nepal, the Netherlands, North Korea, Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Syria, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, UK, USA, Venezuela

Committee Mission: To clearly define the rights of illegal immigrants differentiating between refugees/asylum seekers and illegal aliens. 
Questions to Consider:

1.) Is your country losing emigrants or gaining immigrants?
2.) Does your country have any specific laws regarding illegal immigrants?

3.) In terms of economy and population, are immigrants having a significant positive or negative effect in your country?

Sources for Further Research:

cnn.com

bbc.co.uk

un.org

