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BACKGROUND PAPER:

Future Special Political (Future SPECPOL)
The Humanitarian Crisis in Zimbabwe
Introduction:
The nation of Zimbabwe has been struggling to maintain internal stability since it achieved independence in 1980. President Mugabe’s actions have been questioned by the international community on multiple occasions, the most controversial of which is the Land Acquisition Act, which redistributed land owned by white farmers to inexperienced black farmers. The result of the redistribution was a loss in arable land due to drought and disruption, ultimately causing mass inflation and food shortages.
Recently, humanitarian organization Concern Worldwide sent aid workers into the nation to provide aid to those most greatly affected by the shortages.
Background & History: 

Beginning in 1992, Zimbabwe began a campaign of land redistribution, reclaiming land owned by white farmers and putting it into the hands of black farmers.  A mix of this redistribution and droughts wreaked serious havoc on the crop production of Zimbabwe, resulting in record-high inflation rates and increased poverty.
In addition to the economic issues facing the nation, issues of political corruption are also present. Many believe that Mugabe has stifled his opposition illegally and did not come into power through legitimate means.
Many organizations have attempted to provide aid to the African nation, but Mugabe denies transparency of where donated funds are allocated.
Current Situation:
Frustrated with the possibility of the corrupted use of donated funds, humanitarian organization Concern Worldwide entered Zimbabwe in an attempt to aid civilians directly. Governmental officials detained the workers shortly after they entered the nation.  
The Problem: 

The Zimbabwean government refuses to release captive workers, while Concern Worldwide demands their return.
Bloc Positions:

Zimbabwe, DPRK, Iran, Palestine, DR Congo
Believe the Zimbabwean government holds the right to detain the workers because of their infringement of national sovereignty.
US, UK, Western Europe

Support Concern Worldwide and believe the Zimbabwean government is endangering the lives of civilians by refusing aid from reaching those in need.

Eastern Europe, Northern Africa, Asia
Recognize the necessity of governmental oversight to aid, but believe the detainment of aid workers was an overreaction.
Committee Mission:
It is the responsibility of the Special Political committee to resolve this issue in a timely manner in order to prevent any escalation.
Questions to Consider:

Was the deployment of aid workers a violation of national sovereignty?
Is the Zimbabwean government violating the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by preventing aid from reaching those in need? What actions should/can the international community take if this is found to be the case?
